	“CHARCOAL BEFORE the BRIQUET “
A Brief History of the Charcoal Industry



	Evidence of charcoal use has been found dating back 30,000 years.  Native Americans were making and using charcoal at the time of European contact.  With the discovery of iron ore and limestone in the northwest Connecticut and Berkshire hills charcoal became an important commodity needed for making pure iron.
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The presentation will explore the history of charcoal, the process of wood distillation, the influence on ecology and industry, and what charcoal is used for today.  You may even discover that you have, unknowingly, walked by a charcoal hearth deep in the forest.

If you have an interest in local history – don’t miss this program!

	Illustrated lecture by Shirley Sutton at Bascom Lodge

Mount Greylock - Adams, MA

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 @ 6pm   Free admission.

Fixed price dinner follows – dinner reservations required.

www.bascomlodge.net                     413-743-1591




